
FIRST-TERM PROGRAM



The following proposals, forming the basis of a first-term program
for a CCF government in Ontario, were adopted by the 1947 Provincial

Convention. Sections on education, community organization, cultural

activities, and other aspects of provincial affairs will be adopted in the

near Future. The program is subject to amendment by vote of the mem-
bership at annual conventions.

These will be the objectives of a CCF government in its first term of

office:

AGRICULTURE
1. Pass farm marketing legislation based on the same principles as the draft national Farm

Products Marketing Aet proposed by the Canadian Federation of Agriculture, so as to

recognize and assist the function of co-operatives, give producers fuller control over the

marketing of their products, and provide for joint Dominion-Provincial marketing schemes
when similar legislation has been passed by a government at Ottawa.

2. Provide for and assist municipal veterinary services. Expand the facilities for training

the accessary veterinary personnel. Extend research and services for the control of pests

ami diseases not generally covered by the Health of Animals Branch.

3. Expand erop-improvement and weed-control services through research, technical assistance,

and establishment of more demonstration farms.

4. Undertake effective measures of soil conservation, especially through flood control and
reforestation projects.

5. Undertake chemical research in and the production of farm fertilizer ingredients, organic
and synthetic.

6. Carry through a definite five-year program of rapid rural electrification, steadily lower the
cost of power, and provide electrical and plumbing equipment at cost through Hydro.

7. Make rural life more attractive by establishing and assisting in the establishment of com-
munity centres with adequate facilities for recreation, adult education, and other commun-
ity activities.

8. Establish and assist in establishing more hospitals and health centres and foster social

services generally in rural areas.

9. Provide greater educational opportunities including technical training in agriculture for

farm youth.

10. Undertake research into the use of surplus agricultural products and farm wastes for the
production of useful industrial materials.

LABOR
1. Recognize and protect labor's rights and assure collective bargaining and union security

by passing a Trade Union Act similar to that in Saskatchewan.
2. Establish a 40-hour week with overtime rates at least time and one half.

3. Guarantee every worker at least two weeks' vacation with pay.

4. Increase workmen's compensation rates to 100 per cent of earnings, eliminate the waiting

period, broaden coverage to protect more workers, and provide for appeals by employees
from decisions of the board to an appeal board on which labor will have a representative.

5. Adjust minimum wages in consultation with organized labor to guarantee a minimum)
health and decency standard of living to all employed persons.

6. Pass legislation to prohibit the use of injunctions in connection with a strike or lockout.

7. Promote and encourage the principle of equal pay for equal work for men and women.

HOUSING
1. Establish a Housing Administration with authority to conduct research -on scientific build-

ing techniques and building materials and to take steps to clear away the bottlenecks
such as shortage of materials and artificially high prices which are blocking home
construction.

2. Build housing projects to demonstrate today's possibilities, and construct at least 20,000s

units to be rented at reasonable rates.

3. Co-operate with municipalities in community planning and assist them in building low-
cost housing.

4. Encourage and assist housing co-operatives.

5. Provide low-interest, long-term loans 'to municipalities, co-operatives and individuals for

construction of homes.
6. Use all the powers of the province to stop profiteering in land in order to make low-cost

housing possible.

7. Exercise reasonable rent controls where necessary when they become the responsibility

of the provincial government.
8. Protect home-purchasers against eviction when their income is cut through illness, unem-

ployment or other causes beyond their control.

9. Urge the co-operation of the Dominion government in large-scale housing projects.



HEALTH
1. Provide complete contributory and subsidized hospital services for everyone as soon as

accessary hospital accommodation can be built.

2. Establish a contributory and subsidized system of medical services which shall make
these services available to everyone as rapidly as doctors and nurses become available,

with immediate priority to regions where the need is greatest.

3. Lay the foundation for a system of socialized health services which will make available

to everyone the best that modern science can provide. This objective can only be reached
when we have adequate facilities and personnel. A CCF government will establish and
assist in establishing hospitals and health centres, starting with rural and needy areas,

and provide for the training of the necessary number of doctors, dentists and muses.

4. Conduct a province-wide educational program for health to enlist the understanding and
co-operation of the general public for positive health measures.

5. Establish air ambulance sen ices, especially in northern Ontario.

6. Rapidly establish and extend the preventive health services for home, school, factory and
farm.

7. Provide free treatment for cancer, tuberculosis, venereal disease; and improved facilities

for the treatment of mental ailments.

8. Provide prescribed special diets when needed for expectant and nursing mothers.

9. Assist local boards of education in providing school meals.

WELFARE
1. Provide complete free medical, dental and hospital care for all who are entitled to old age

pensions, blind pensions, or mothers' allowances, and for their dependents.

2. Provide provincially a basic old age pension of $40 a month, while continuing to urge
the Dominion government to take over the entire operation of the pension scheme, and
to provide pensions of $50 a month for all at the age of 65, without the means test.

3. Increase mothers' allowances and broaden coverage so that widowed mothers will be able

to devote their time to the care of their children without fear of want.

4. Establish more day nurseries and better youth and child welfare services, with special

emphasis on services to prevent juvenile delinquency.

5. Assist the municipalities providing free medical, dental, and hospital care for persons

unemployed and unemployable entitled to public assistance.

FORESTRY
1. End the wasteful exploitation of our forests for private profit and institute sensible man-

agement in the public interest.

2. Conduct all cutting operations on Crown lands by Crown corporations, directly or by
contract with local residents, under a provincial Forest Resources Commission.

3. Use forest profits to protect and maintain the forests as a perpetual resource to provide

better services to northern Ontario, and for provincial purposes generally.

4. Institute a program to reforest at least 2,500,000 acres in southern Ontario.

5. Assist and encourage farmers in the most productive management of woodlots, and in

marketing of woodlot products through co-operatives or Crown corporations.

HYDRO
1. Safeguard the Hydro from interference on the part of private business interests.

2. Provide for direct representation of the municipalities on the Commission.

3. Proceed with the development of new power resources to provide for future needs and
make the Hydro independent of high cost power from private interests outside the province.

4. Secure true operation at cost by revising the policy of including in power costs an excessive

amount for reserves.

5. Reduce rates starting with high-cost areas, with a view to eventual equalization of rates.

6. Carry through a definite five-year program of rapid rural electrification, and improvement
of rural services.

7. Extend operations in the field of manufacture and marketing of electrical appliances to

secure low-cost equipment as well as low cost power.



HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION
1. Put through a five-year program of highway development, particularly for rural and

northern Ontario.

2. Bring all highway bus transportation under public ownership.

PLANNING
A CCF government will establish a Planning Board, under the direction of the cabinet,

to advise on a program of social ownership and public development in co-ordination with
regional and community planning. The Board will survey the natural resources, industrial

potential, and essential services of the province. It will be particularly instructed to study
the fields of mining and production of base metals, petroleum products, food processing, fann
implements, the liquor industry, and the production of building materials, with a view to

bringing them under social ownership.

CIVIL RIGHTS
A CCF government will enact a Bill of Rights which will assure freedom of religion,

freedom of speech, freedom of association and freedom from arbitrary arrest, and will outlaw
discrimination against any person because of his race, color, nationality or religion, with strict

penalties for violation.

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS
Recognizing the growing complexity of health education, welfare and other services which

municipalities are now required to bear, and the limited resources they have with which to

finance them, a CCF government will call a Provincial-Municipal Conference to work out a
new sharing of responsibilities and revenues which will assure better administration of these

services, without placing undue burdens on the municipalities.

A CCF government will also pass legislation empowering municipalities to establish pub-
lic ownership in those fields where municipal public enterprises can function more economically
and more efficiently than private enterprise, such as the distribution of milk, bread and fuel.

CO-OPERATIVES
The objective of a CCF government will be to encourage and assist the formation and

expansion of co-operatives as an essential element in a democratic economy. A Department
of Co-operatives will be established to support the co-operative movement with low-cost

loans, educational programs and technical services.

INSURANCE
A CCF government in Ontario will enter the field of automobile, fire and casualty insur-

ance, and will establish universal low-cost automobile accident insurance, similar to the plan

in Saskatchewan.

CIVIL SERVICE
The objective of a CCF government will be to establish an efficient civil service free from

political patronage, and to permit civil servants to bargain collectively on all matters affecting

their employment. To these ends a CCF government will:

1. Set up an effective Civil Service Commission to which civil servants themselves may elect

a representative.

2. Enter into a collective bargaining agreement with the Civil Service Association.

FRANCHISE
A CCF government will lower the voting age to 18; and will extend the right to vote

in municipal elections to all who are qualified to vote in provincial elections.

DOMINION-PROVINCIAL RELATIONS
A CCF government in Ontario will be prepared to negotiate in good faith an agreement

with the Dominion government, and will urge as one of the conditions of such an agreement
that the Dominion government proceed to carry out its proposals for a national health and
social security program.
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